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第一章

星空下的选择

在中国吉林省辽源市的龙山区，一位少

年常常在夏日的静夜登上龙首山顶，凝望深

邃而绚丽的星空，他便是南仁东。

年少的南仁东对万事万物都怀有浓厚的

好奇心，尤其是对那灿灿星空。每当他仰望

星空，双眼之中总闪烁着好奇的光芒，浩瀚

宇宙深处的奥秘让他产生了无限的遐想。他

常常暗自思忖，那些如棋子般的繁星究竟会

不会像苹果一般生长在树上？这般独特的思

考角度，早早地展现出他强烈的好奇心与非

凡的天赋。平日里南仁东还爱看“小人书”，

只要口袋里有几分钱，他就会到出租连环画
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保送去上军校。这对于大多数人来说，无疑

是巨大的惊喜，而南仁东却果决地放弃了保

送的机会。当父母询问他的想法时，他斩钉

截铁地回答道：“我要参加高考，而且既然决

定考，就一定是非清华、北大不可。”南仁

东的话让父母大吃一惊，他们既为儿子的自

信感到自豪，又为他的选择感到担忧。毕竟

高考充满了不确定性，而放弃保送机会去冒

险参考，需要极大的勇气和稳定的发挥。最

终，他们决定尊重儿子的选择和相信他的实

力。南仁东果然不负众望，在高考中发挥出

色，以吉林省理科状元的优异成绩考入了清

华大学。

可是，命运似乎和南仁东开了一个小小

的玩笑——他未能如愿进入心仪的专业，心

中满是失落与不甘。于是，这个倔强的年轻

人再次做出了令人意想不到的举动——他跑

的书摊去租书看。南仁东小时候对未知事物

充满兴趣，这使他的眼界和情怀在阅读中悄

悄生长。

南仁东的学习成绩不错，但直到上了初

中，也只是不错，并不很突出。班主任赵振

声老师认定，这个学生还有很大的潜力可以

发掘，只是需要适当地给他一些人生的指导

和鼓励。一个星期天，赵老师把南仁东叫到

家里，和他聊天，并鼓励南仁东要树立远大

志向，胸怀大志，学习才有动力。赵老师的

话在少年南仁东的心里产生了很大的震撼，

从那时起，南仁东的学习态度发生了 180 度

的转变，他的成绩也开始如芝麻开花——节

节高，家中的墙壁上挂满了他获得的奖状。

1963 年那一年，南仁东 18 岁，高考如

期而至。恰在此时，一所著名的军事院校来

校招生。由于品学兼优，南仁东被学校推荐
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回了家。

“怎么开学没几天，你就跑回来了？”父

亲看到他突然回来，十分惊讶。原来，南仁

东原本报考的是建筑系，因为他的高考分数

比建筑系的录取分数线高出 50 多分，结果被

推荐到了无线电专业。无线电专业与南仁东

原本的梦想背道而驰，他竟一赌气跑回了家。

“因为无线电专业难度高，对学生的要

求也高，你的成绩好，让你去学无线电，你

是觉得很委屈吗？”父亲尽量压制着自己的

火气，平和地问道。

“可我想上的是建筑设计专业。”南仁东

看着父亲，目光清澈如水。从他的眼神中，

父亲似乎读懂了这个大男孩的心思。他认真

地思考了一会儿，然后引导着问了南仁东一

个问题：

“孩子，你有没有想过自己要成为一个
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第二章

天文之路

南仁东从此踏上了无线电学习之路。刚

开始的一段时间里他无法爱上这个专业，但

他心中有颗“使命”的种子，“做国家最需

要的人”让他最终踏实下来，坦然接受了自

己的专业。其实恰恰是这段看似被动无趣的

大学时光，为他未来的事业打下了坚实的

基础。

大学的学习并不轻松，南仁东认真地对

待每一门课业。无线电学的课程深奥且复杂，

在学习电磁场与电磁波理论这门课程时，南

仁东遇到了巨大的挑战。那些抽象的概念和

复杂的公式让他感到困惑和迷茫。为了能跟

什么样的人？”

南仁东本想脱口而出“想当一名建筑工

程师”，但在那一刻，他的脑海中闪过了儿

时对星空的幻想，“如果我想成为一名天文

学家，那学习无线电岂不是正好？”可他很

快又将这个念头压了下去，陷入了深深的迷

茫之中，不知该如何抉择。

父亲看出了他的困惑，严肃地对他说：

“那就回去，回去读无线电。如果你还不清

楚自己想成为什么样的人，那么念国家大力

发展的专业肯定没错。国家少一个建筑师，

多一个无线电科学家难道不好吗？”

父子俩对视着，南仁东从父亲的眼中看

到了期望。他开始认真思考自己的未来。最

终，他回到了学校，重新投入无线电专业的

学习中。从那以后，南仁东的心中多了一份

对祖国的使命感。
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Chapter OneChapter One

A Choice Made under the Stars

Often, on quiet summer nights in Longshan District, 
Liaoyuan, Jilin Province, China, a young boy could 
be seen atop Longshou Mountain, gazing up at the 
spectacular expanse of  the starry sky. The name of  
this boy was Nan Rendong.

As a child, Nan Rendong was inquisitive about 
everything, especially the night sky. Gazing at 
the stars, his eyes sparkled with curiosity as the 
immense universe sparked his imagination. He often 
wondered to himself  whether the stars grew on trees 
like apples. Such a unique way of  thinking showed 
his intense curiosity and great aptitude from an early 
age. He loved to read “picture-story books”. Any 
pocket money he managed to save, he would spend 
it all at bookstalls where he rented comic books to 

read. His fascination with the unknown drove him 
to read, broadening his horizons and shaping his 
character. 

Nan Rendong always had good grades, but they 
weren’t quite remarkable even after he entered 
junior high school. It was his homeroom teacher, 
Mr. Zhao Zhensheng, who recognized his potential. 
He believed all Nan needed was some guidance and 
encouragement to excel. One Sunday, he invited 
Nan to his home and had a conversation with him, 
encouraging him to aim high and have lofty goals. 
He explained that ambition could be a powerful 
motivator. Those words had a profound impact on 
the boy. He began to work harder than ever before, 
and his grades improved steadily. The walls of  his 
home soon became covered with certificates of  the 
honors and awards he had received.

In 1963, at the age of  18, Nan Rendong was 
about to take the college entrance examination. 
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At that point, recruitment officers from a famous 
military academy came to his school, and the 
school authority, in view of  Nan’s academic excel-
lence and integrity, recommended him for direct 
admission to the academy. This, for most people, 
would undoubtedly be exhilarating news, but Nan 
Rendong declined the offer. When his parents 
asked him about his decision, he replied, “I want 
to take the college entrance examination, and 
my goal is no less than making it to Tsinghua or 
Peking University.” His words surprised his parents. 
While they felt proud of  him for his confidence, 
they were also worried about his choice. After all, 
the college entrance exam was filled with uncer-
tainty, and it would take immense courage and solid 
performance to take the challenge if  he gave up 
guaranteed admission. However, his parents opted 
to respect his choice in the end. They believed in 
him. Nan Rendong did not let them down. With 
excellent performance in the exam, he was admitted 
to Tsinghua University as the top-scoring science 

student in Jilin Province.

Here, however, fate seemed to be playing an 
unamusing joke on Nan Rendong. Though he did 
make it to his dream university, he wasn’t assigned 
to his desired major. Disappointed, this stubborn 
young man did something unexpected again – he 
ran back home.

“You’ve just started school, and how come you’re 
back so soon?” his father asked in surprise when 
he saw him suddenly return. As it turned out, Nan 
Rendong had applied to the architecture department. 
However, since his exam score was more than 50 
points above the cut-off  point for the architecture 
department, he was recommended for radio engi-
neering, a discipline that was completely contrary to his 
original aspiration. So, he ran home in a fit of  anger.

“Radio engineering is challenging and demands a 
lot from students. The university has assigned you 



7574

to it because of  your good grades. Is there anything 
wrong?” his father asked in a mild tone, keeping a 
lid on his anger.

“But I wished to major in architectural design,” said 
Nan Rendong, looking at his father with his limpid 
eyes. From his eyes, the father seemed to read his 
mind. He thought carefully and posed a guiding 
question:

“My boy, have you ever thought about what kind of  
person you want to become?”

Nan Rendong was about to say “An architectural 
engineer…” when something flashed across his 
mind. It was his childhood dream of  the starry 
sky. “If  I were to become an astronomer, wouldn’t 
it be perfect to learn radio engineering?” But he 
dismissed the idea instantly and fell into a deep 
confusion, unable to find the right words.

Seeing his confusion, the father said sternly, “Then 
go back and go on learning radio engineering. If  
you’re not yet sure what kind of  person you want to 
become, pursuing a field of  study that the country is 
heavily investing in can’t be a bad choice. Wouldn’t 
a nation gain more by trading one architect for one 
more radio scientist?”

As father and son stared at each other, Nan Rendong 
saw expectations in his father’s eyes. He began to 
contemplate his future seriously. Eventually, he 
returned to school and devoted himself  once again 
to learning radio engineering. In his heart, a stronger 
sense of  mission for the motherland had grown.
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