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Rodrigo: The Monkey King Has Been My
Favorite Character Since I Was a Child

Rodrigo Escobar-Vanegas, a former art teacher at the National
University of Colombia, worked in drama stage design, artistic
image creation, and scene and sound design for documentaries.
In 2007, he moved to Beijing. After receiving a scholarship from
the Chinese government, he began to study for a master’s degree
in film theory from the Department of Directing at the Beijing
Film Academy. In 2010, he entered a photography class for further
studies.

Moving to China changed my life. I felt like I was reborn here:
learning a new language, making new friends, adopting a new way of

thinking. Every day, I learned something new and constantly felt that

coming to China was my destiny. I came here to study and planned
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to return to my hometown after graduation; however, every time I
planned to return, something would make me stay. I can’t stand against
my fate. There is no end to learning here. The Chinese people are
my teachers. Later, I got married to a girl from Chengdu, Sichuan

Province, and my family grew bigger and bigger.

When my mother was young, she worked for the Colombia-China
Friendship Association, which aims to strengthen the relationship with
the Chinese people through cultural exchanges. That’s why my mother
visited China in 1979. Although I was little at that time, I remembered
it clearly. I later had the opportunity to get close with members of the
Acrobatic Troupe and Opera Troupe from Chengdu to Bogota, the
capital city of Colombia. At that time, my friends regarded Superman,
Batman, or Spiderman as their idols, while my idol was the Monkey
King, who had amazing strength and skills. I like the Monkey King
because it was the main character in my picture book Journey to the

West. I read the Spanish version as I was little.

Surprisingly, the fabric of my life is woven through with many
coincidences. In 2008, I moved to the place called Xiaoxitian in
Beijing. This place name once appeared in a chapter of Journey to
the West named “Monk Tang entered the false Xiaoxitian (minor
Western Heaven), and Maitreya captured the Yellow-browed Monster
by stratagem”. I used to have a studio in the suburbs of Beijing.
Coincidentally, it was located in a place called Peach Orchard Village,
which looked like the place named the Peach Orchard where the
Monkey King stole heavenly peaches. Having lived in China for so
many years, I can tell you about many incredible things, including

the places I have been to and the people I have met. Just like the
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protagonist in Journey to the West, 1 overcame difficulties step-by-step

and constantly learned from mistakes and bumpy roads.

I understand that as an artist and film director, my duty is to build a
bridge to promote exchanges and mutual learning between Chinese
and people of other countries. Due to this bridge, we can make more
connections between Latin America and China, closing the distance
a little every day. I no longer say which nation I came from. I am a

citizen of the world.
Link China:
Journey to the West

As one of four great classical novels of ancient China, Journey to the
West mainly tells the story of Monk Tang and his three disciples,
Monkey King, Pig, and Monk Sand, as they travel west in search of
Buddhist Sutra through eighty-one hardships and finally arriving at
their destination to obtain the Buddhist scriptures.
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Monkey King

Monkey King, one of the main characters in Journey to the West, was
a stone monkey born from a magic stone. He is clever, naughty,
rebellious, and eager to punish evildoers, but he is also loyal. He
followed Master Puti and acquired a number of magical martial arts.
The weapon he used was Will-following Golden Cudgel. Later, he
worshipped Monk Tang as his master, and acted as bodyguard to
subdue demons and monsters all the way to the Western Paradise.
After overcoming eighty-one hardships, they finally retrieved the
Buddhist scriptures and he was granted Buddhahood for his service
and strength.
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