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Guide to reading:

This story describes the changes of Chinese people in terms
of mentality since the 1980s through the traditions related
to fish. In Chinese language, the pronunciation of # (yi,
fish) is the same as 4 (y0). 4 implies “surplus of money.”
For this reason, during the Spring Festival in China, people
like to say, “May you have fish every year. ” Prior to the
1980s, fish was very expensive and often presented as a
gift for someone special. People regard fish as the main
dish on the eve of the Chinese New Year. Nowadays fish is
very popular on the dinner table and people often order fish
in restaurants. This story not only describes the profound
social changes, but also describes changes among personal
relationships. Compared with the ever increasing indiffer-
ence seen in many human relationships in modern society,
the story also reveals the human kindness of Chinese cul-
ture. Through this story of fish, readers can see how the
society and the life of people have changed over the last

twenty years.



4 Graded Chinese Reader 2000 Words

1 &5  the name
of a street

E##: Chinese
Toon (a type of tree)
2 E#4: wealthy; rich
@AM —RRAHF
ALK

(c.2 FRINES L Bo e i3
%, AERGH,

EIEX :

Zai Zhdénggud ndnfang de yi zud
E v B @ 8 — &
chéngshi li , ydu yi tido jie jiwo Xiangchanshu
WE R, H — & #Hm FE
Jie . Chanjié kudi yao dao le , rénmen  kaish

LA T B Z 3T, AN
zhtnbéi gud Chanji¢ le . Chanji¢ shi Zhonggué zul

EHE S AT T AT A TEH R

zhongydo  de jéri . Chanjié yiban shi  zai méi
TR VTE, AT —&KEEH
nidn de  yiyué¢  hudzhg  éryué . Guo Chanjié y&
F 0 —A RE A, £ AT L
jito guodnidn . Zhonggudrén gud Chanjié dou  xthuan
W FE, FPERA S AT &K ER
chi ya . Rénmen gud Chanjié xthuan chi y4 , shi
LB, AT AT BRvL &, T
yinwei “ya 7 hé “ ya 7 de fayin
BA RF 8" kT 8 A
yiyang ,  “ niénnién ydu yG 7 ting qilai jiu shi
—H, “FFE A &7 T ARR R A
“pignnidn  youyd 7. “ Nidnnign  yduyd 7 de  yisi
CFE AR, CFE AR M ER
shi nidnnidn shenghudé  fuyu ,  nidnnién ydu qidn
REE AT TR, BFE A K,
nidnniédn shénghué de hdo. Rénmen Chanjié xthuan

FFE AT FIFAMN AT EX
chi yGa ,  jiushi  yinweéi rénmen xiwang zai xin  de

LB, A B AN AR



yi nidn i “ydu gidn”, xiwang yi niédn dou néng
R BCHR FR - F A
shénghué de hén hdo .
A FE AR

Zai 8 0 nidndai  yigidn , yG h&n gui, rénmen

FE 80 X, VAR, & 4R &, AN

hén shdo chi  yd . Ké&shi  guodnign de  shihou ,
S~ ok )2 A

e Y oee &, TR LF 0 IR,

zht  zai  Xiangchanshu  Jie shang de Ji Linshéeng de

e AN R N A
jali  hul ydu hé&n dud de ya . Zhé shi  yinwei

XL ARk %8 &, X2 AR

Ji Llinshéng shi ganbu , hé&n dud rén  weéile la
Bk AE R FHRL R EAAT B
guanxi  , jiu bd yad zuowéi  hwd  songddo ta
KR, Bode & AEh ALY £3
jiali
rE,
Ji  Llinshéng  de Iinjamen zdi  jiéshang
JE AR A 8 AR EM K B E

tdnzhe zhé jian shiging , tamen rénwéi zhé hén bu
KA XA FH, M X R R
gongping . Tamen Kanjan mao zai jisshang pdo, jiu
N AR AL M E BT R s, R
iféng de shus: “ Kanjanle  méiydu , jisshang
R B ARLT &R, #HL
de mao dou wang Ju Linshéng de jia p&o ne . 7
W R AR AR B MR W R s R
Xiangchanshu Jieé shang, gé& Ju Linshéng song yu

A A £ BEARE Z &

ARBIE 5

1F38: personnel who
assume the office of
leadership, manage-
ment, official posi-
tions, etc.

@ K T ¢ (an offi-
cial of high rank), /)
+F 2f (an official of
low rank), I & F
3% (union official ),
#r i F 2F (an offi-
cer who is in charge of
neighborhood service)
2 HIX Z :to cotton up
to

@A h A Bk iE AL
BEXE,

3 YLiN: sarcastically
4 This sentence im-
plies that Ju Lin-
sheng’s house has so
many fish that it at-
tracts cats. His neigh-
bors often mock him
when so many people
give him more fish.



6 Graded Chinese Reader 2000 Words

1 E& % minibus
2 &ith: fish pool
Hereitis used as a hy-
perbole, which de-
scribes there is so
many fish in Ju Lin-
sheng’s home.

E#E fortunate; au-
spicious
% # 4 & (good
luck).

de rén ldildiwangwang . Dudshao yG o ! Ydude
AN RREE, 50 & A
ya shi céng xido qiché shang xialai de ,  ydude
& AN DNARE L TR, AN
ya shi zud mianbaoché l6i de , y& ydude yu

&R A EOE R, LAK &
shi béi rén gud zdi  zixingché shang, songdao Ja
AN EE BITE L, 23 B
Linsheng  jiali de . Ja Linshéng de jICl you yi

A RE W, BEMARE N R A —

gée da  ylchi . li ydu gézhdng vya ,
S 2 .

AR & B 2 A KF &,

ydu gingyd .,  cdoyd fya hdi you heiyu

HHEe ¥s we, & H L&,
chabuduc  déu shl wl  jin  yishang de da  ya .
EXR% A2 AT AL W XK &,
Nome dud de yG zdi Ja Linsheng jiali ,  ydude
ML %8 & WA REL, HY

tdngzhe ,  ydude béi guazhe , dou shi  Ja Linshéng

WA, AW W BEE, AL B KA

shoudoo de Chanji¢  hwu . Ydude ya st e

ME o KR AL, A & T

ydude yU tadng zai dishang zhangzhe zui , zhéngzhe
Ay & G M E KA R, BE
yanjing . Ydmen bu zhidao tamen chéngle rénmen
g, &4 R %o €A1 R T A
de Chanji¢  hwu . Rénmen rénwéi ya shi  zul
0 AT AL, AT KA & £ &
jixidng de liwt . Zai Chanjié gign, zai hdnléng

TH ALY, AT T, £ A



de jieshang, rénmen daizhe y4  ldildiwangwang
AR, AN WE & R ki,
songldi songqu . Déngtian de Xiangchdnshu  Jigé  kan
¥k FEE, AR W SHEK B A
gilai  hé&n rénao . Rénmen xthuan shué, * nidnnidn
AR R HOR . AT Ek B, CFF
you yd , nidnnién  yduyd 7, |idn xiéoxuéshéng dou

H &, F5 AR, & DFAE M
déngde “ ya ” sh‘\ “ya” de s

T% =4 u@n “é__\” é,{j %:/‘\}?_po

Yi dao guonidn, Ja Linsheng jia de keren

— 3 &F, BEHRE R 8§ EA

ju  dud  qgilai le . Kérenmen lgildgiwangwang
o5 AR T, BEAM Rk,
jnjinchachd ,  zdngshi  baduan . Nage  shihou
stat o, B RBr, A B,
Ji Linshéng suirdn shi g& xido ganbu , danshi  zai

JEARAE BARGE A TR, 2R A
zhé tido jigshang ta k& shi zui da de ganbu
X F Bk M T 2o/ K 8 TR
le . Rénmen chdngchdng kanjian Ja Linshéng hé ta
To AT F R AL EARAE fe Al
de qizi chalai song keren . Ta de qizi
B E2F ok E BEAL W £F
joo Lt Yuefang, shi yi gé& jiedao  ganbu .
™o A%, & — A FriE T
Waénshang , Ja Llinsheng hé qizi chdngchdng

W oL, BEHAE R ET F F

zhan  zai ménkdu song  kéren ,  ydu shihou shi  Ja

s £ Tve % BRA, R BE Z E

ARBE 7



8 Graded Chinese Reader 2000 Words

1 BLF: belly

2503 :pick one’s
teeth

3 This sentence de-
scribes the manner of
Ju Linsheng vividly.
He acts as if he were
some one special.

4 £%5: angry
@EZTRIE, 1B
AR A A,

Linshéng sbng keren , ydu shihou shi Lid  Yuefang
WA EEAN, OH R E M AS
song keren . Dui zhongydo de  kéren ,  tamen
EOEA, N TR EA, M
faqr lig jiu yiqr chalai  sdng . Ja  Linshéng
XE M —A R E, B KA
de duzi hén da , kan qilai  zhén xiang shi

o oREF IR K, A ARk A %
yi g& da ganbu . Zai sbng keren de shihou ,
— AR T3 £ EFA WK,
Ji Llinsheng hén sufbian , ta chdngchdng  shoéuli
JE ok A IR MR, e K K FE
ndzhe  yégian ti yé& , tingzhe da duzi
&K T4 B F°, #EF K BT,
huishdu  xiang  kéren gaiobié . Lit  Yuefang song
HEF & BN ERNH R F E
keren  bijiao ydu Ilimdo . Ta chdngchdng zhan zai
BA B A AL, R FOF A
ménkdu réqing  de xidozhe , dajia  déu néng
e, #&F % £, KE &
gingchu de tingjian ta dul  kéren shuo: “ Guonidn
AR O T e AF BA B T HF
lai wo jia o fan, yiding yoo l6i o ! Ragud
kKR RCIR, —& & R R
nimen bu I&i , wd hui shéngqi de ! 7
AT R R, KA ERH

Héo  dongxi dudle y¢ hé&n méfan . Yoo

W AB 7 LR ORM., &

X1 name dud de ya , Lt Yuefang tai mdng

AL Z 8 B, B A K K



le Ta de gongzud sl’n hé rén ydu  guanxi
T Wow) I £ o AH XA
de , xianzai ta@ qué zhéngtian hé ya4 zai yigi .
0, E M F ER fo & £ —A,
Z&i  zhéme dud yG4 dangzhong, Lt Yuefang zul
E X4 5 & % F, M AF
xthuan  heiya ,  yinwéi helyu hén  titie ta
Bk EH, BA Lh RN 4
Lid  Yuefang ba  heiyd fang zai  shuili heiyu
r A% e RE ok KE, Z&E
jiu it you le , hdoxiang zai shud: “ Nf
BT H T, FRE B AR
méng ba , wd hd&o ydng , shénme shihou  chulf
Bove, & R, 4 g A
wod dou k&t .7 Qita de y4 dou zhéngzhe
HOAR T Hfh 8 & A B R
da  yanjing , kanzhe Lt Yuefang shéuli  de dao,
K ke, A& M AF FL 8 7,
tamen  hdoxiang shud: “ L4 ba ! W& ba pa
€ Al ﬁ%ﬁ? O AR LN B S N
s, S wé ju bi shioya le ! 7
7, Tﬁl&b«%’gsﬁ,ﬂ‘mé’?T'”z

Noxié  yd  bu néng yang, y& yangbuhué , fei

AR & R ORE I, L RFRE, 3

sha buke le . Liu Yuéfang bas ya yi  tido
FPRT T, M AT e & — K
yi  tido de nddao chaféng li qu , sha ya .
"%%?@JE}‘E‘E%, x* B
xi yG déu shi ta i rén zud . Ta rang

o ) —‘/\/\{#{ b 2k

ARBIE 9

1 #%:to raise; to grow
@D ER M, K
T =57,

@4 E R, Wi
TR %,

2 This is a personifica-
tion to make the sen-
tence sound humor-
ous.

3 %&: to butcher
@DLEFT, HF
EHAAET I A
M FE,



10 Graded Chinese Reader 2000 Words

1 %8 stupid; foolish
EDIARE
@EMARERL S,
HAF KT K rad
2 &k JL:the smell
of fish

ta de zhangfu Ja Linshéeng bang ta ,  k&shi  Jad

o8y LR BEME H M, TR E

Linshéng  bénshdu-bénjito de , ba Zif de shou
HAE X FEB W, 2 AT ¥ F

nongpd le . Zhé y& bu  qgfguai , yi  ge& bu
FH T, E LR FE, — AR
hut  zudoshi  de ndnrén ,  z&nme hul sha ya ne !
SHMFE G BA, EA L F &R
Lit  Yuefang zhthdo rang ta hui fdngjan i qu

A R4 ik b wm BN 2 O£

kan dianshi . Ta jito  érzi chalai érzi bu
E oAl koo LT Bk, LF R

gaoxing de shud: “ Rang nfmen b& y4 songgéi

T oW B ik AT e & £ S

xianzai  zhéme dud  yd

WE X4 % &

biéren , nimen bu song,

A, AT RO

zai jali , tigntigan chi  ya , chi de  téufa
ERXREZ, RRX v &, "¢ £ k&

yaweir le . W& chi y& dou

T, &L B OH

shang doéu  shi

£ AR R #ekILC

»

chigou le .
i 7.
Lit  Yuefang zhthdo yi  g& rén  xi name
oA A4 — M A %k AL
dus de yu, ta tai & le . Ta ybian nong

20 &, KR T, #—2 F

yG  ybian  bu gdoxing de shud: ¢ Zhéxié rén
& — R H% oM P Xk A
z&nme  zhéme bén, jiu  zhidao song ya , wéi

EA XX K, 3t kil E &, A



shénme bu song dign  biéde  dongxi ne 7 Jinnidn

o R E A IS AB R A

guonidn wdémen  jia méiyou yazi , zénme méiyou
g BN R BR BT, B KA
rén song yazi ne 7 7
A E T R

Ji  Linshéng shuo: “ Xianzai  song yd  hén

B HRAE B AE E &R

shiméo . W& z&me néng gdosu bidren ,  wd
2. X E2 # FiF A, &
jali ya toi dus, we  jiali méydu  yaz
L &KX S5, KFXLAEA BT,
nimen song  yazi  ba ! WS gén  biéren  néng
AN E o F el &R A G
zhéyang shué ma ?  Zheéyang shud , dajia  hdi  bu

SR H? XA W, KR & R
xidgo wd 7”7

g‘é ﬁ‘? ”

Lit Yuefang shuo: “Song yazi y& bu hdo,

A B YiE BT R AF,
sha qgilai hé&n méfan . Ydude rén sdongll  song
F AR AR ORIR. AW A #EAL E
de h&n congming, ba song biéde , song hudtul
FARBER, R oiE Rleg, E KRR
hé ganhud .
Ao T2

Ji Linsheng bu gdoxing le , ta shéngqgi de

JEARE R &% T, M AR W
shus: “H&o! W& mingtian jiu gdosu rénmen , bié

B F &R AR R IR AT, A

ARBE 11

1 BFE2: fashion; fad
(.2 BV i A A
AR

2 KBEFAF%5: ham

and dried foods



