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1 杨七郎打擂台：

Yang Qilang joined 
in a martial art con-
test. 擂台：a stage 
for martial art con-
tests
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一、杨七郎打擂台

Guide to reading:

Zhao Kuangyin, who unified the southern China and estab-
lished the Song Dynasty in AD 960, was called Emperor 
Taizu of Song. His brother Zhao Kuangyi succeeded to the 
throne upon his death, and was called Emperor Taizong of 
Song. Taizong followed his brother’s will to persuade Gen-
eral Yang Ye of Northern Han to join Song. For the sake of 
the country and the people’s well-being, Yang surrendered 
to Song following his king’s footsteps and was sent to resist 
the attacks of Liao (907-1125). 

There was a disloyal courtier called Pan Renmei, the father-
in-law of Taizong. He always tried to play dirty tricks for 
personal gains. Liao attacked Song again in the north. For 
the purpose of obtaining more military power, Pan volun-
teered to be the marshal of the Song troops to resist Liao’s 
invasion. Taizong, unaware of his scheme, agreed. Pan also 
wanted to seize the opportunity to appoint his son Pan Bao 
as the vanguard of the Song troops to tighten his grip on the 
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military. 

Baxianwang (the eighth prince), nephew of Taizong, and 
other loyal ministers showed disagreement. Therefore, 
Taizong ordered Pan Bao to participate in a contest of mili-
tary skills. Whoever won the contest would be appointed as 
the vanguard. However, knowing that Yang Ye’s sons were 
much better at martial arts than Pan Bao, Pan Renmei suc-
ceeded in persuading the Emperor to prohibit other gener-
als’ sons from entering the contest. Yang Qilang, the sev-
enth son of Yang Ye, came across the contest. When he 
found that Pan Bao had killed and insulted many other con-
testants, he became furious and challenged Pan Bao, thus 
bringing great trouble to the Yang family. 
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故事正文 ：
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1 宋朝：Song Dynas-
ty (960-1279), usually 
being divided into two 
periods of Northern 
Song (960-1127) and 
Southern Song (1127-
1279)
2 皇帝：emperor
3 统一：to unify
4 征服：to conquer
5 北汉：Northern Han 
(951-979) whose cap-
ital was in Taiyuan, 
Shanxi Province 
6 将军：general
7 英勇：valiant, brave
8 归顺：to surrender 
9 遗嘱：will, dying 
words
10 辽国：Liao Dynasty 
(907-1125)
11 强大：powerful
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1 英雄：hero
2 祖母：grandmother
3 金锏：gold mace (a 
weapon) 
4 纠正：put right sth. 
that is wrong; to rectify
5 惩治奸臣：punish 
disloyal court officials 
奸臣：disloyal court 
officials
6 忠臣：loyal court 
officials
7 劝：to persuade
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1 百姓：people, com-
mon people
2 说服：to convince
3 天波府：Tianbo 
House, residence of 
Yang Ye;  府：official 
residence; mansion
4 入侵：to invade
5 胜仗：victory in 
battle


