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In the African desert, there is a kind of small flower called Yimi. It is
characterized by each valve with different colors: red, white, yellow and blue. Besides
this, there is another unique part of it. At that desert, only plants with big and thick
roots can grow well. But there is only one long root of this flower, which zigzags deeply
into the earth. It usually takes its roots five years to complete the work of penetrating
deep into the earth, and absorbing nutrition little by little until a small flower blossoms
in four colors in the sixth year. To our pity, this small difficultly-grown Yimi flower does
not last long; it perishes shortly after two days.

The life of Yimi flower is short. It is just a small member of nature. However,
it demonstrates in its unique way of life: to live once, and to blossom once.

Once, is enough! Once, deserves admiration!
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To be young once, to be beautiful once, to be successful once, to gather

courage once, to be glorious once....

Albeit only once, it needs a long time hard work and improvement. Sometimes

it may even use up one’s whole life time and energy.

Our life is much longer than Yimi’s. But we may not do better than the flower

of Yimi on the road of our life.
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Africa
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id. vigorous
adj. hard
adj. determined
v. struggle
v. exhaust
n. life
n. road
adj. long
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*1. Rk buzhi adp. not merely

*7. Z: ﬁ( $ ) budan (dan)  adw. not merely

*3. Z: X buzhi conj. not merely
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w4, WU tanxt v. sigh

*5, B H kéxT adj. pitiful

* = ;} . .

6. A=A ;] xuanydng V. make public

*7. ﬁé‘:%’% chéngzan v. praise

*8. ;%&J/ﬁﬁ zAnsong v. eulogize

*Q, ‘/‘% fé kéwang 0. desire
*10. },i 71;] yuanwang n. wish

*11. %‘E‘EI: qushi v. pass away
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